Day 31 - Prison
The prison population is approximately 80,000 in the 121
prisons in England and Wales, with a number across our
District. Every prison has a multi-faith Chaplaincy Team
who seek to support both prisoners and staff. They facilitate
services, study groups and undertake pastoral care. The Free
Church Group is part of that team, led by Rev’d Bob Wilson.

give thanks for
Prison Chaplains of all faiths, for Prison Fellowship and
the many volunteers who, for example, run victim
awareness courses (Sycamore), along with Prison Alpha
and Bible/Koran Study groups.

Please Pray For
Chaplains of all faiths
Those who come to faith whilst in prison
For prison staff - both operational and non-operational
For the Welcome Directory, a national charity which seeks
to help faith communities welcome those released from
prison into their Church/Mosque/Temple etc.
Those who find prison very hard and who resort to selfharm
Those who cannot cope and take their lives
For the families of prisoners
For the victims of crime

We give thanks for all staff who
work in prison, especially the
Chaplaincy Teams. We give thanks
that a number of prisoners come to
faith and we pray that they may be
welcomed into their faith
communities upon release. We pray
for those affected by crime and pray
for their healing. Amen.

DISTRICT PRAYER
DIARY
2021/2022

Day 1 - oxford
The Oxford Circuit serves the city of Oxford, its suburbs,
and villages and market towns to the north and east, from
Woodstock to Watlington. The thirteen places on the
physical Circuit Plan include St Mary’s Church in
Chalgrove and Holy Family LEP in Blackbird Leys.

give thanks for
New opportunities brought about by the changing patterns
of life because of the Covid pandemic.

Please Pray For
All of our congregations as we re-open our buildings and
engage in renewed hope with the communities in which
we are set.

O God, full of grace and love,
We pray for all those making new
beginnings,
As we give thanks for new ministry, lay and
ordained,

Superintendent
Rev’d Peter Powers
Ministers
Rev’d Brian Brown (Writer and Producer)
Rev’d Paul Carter
Rev’d Miriam Moul
Rev'd Stephen Spain
Rev’d Dr Ralph Waller (Farmington
Institute)
Rev’d Heather Carter (Associate
Presbyter)
Lay Workers
Alison Butler (mission and heritage,
Wesley Memorial)
Mel McCulloch (children, families and
outreach)
Libby Hawkness-Smith (lay community
chaplain, Rose Hill)
Jo Godfrey (Circuit Administrator)
Supernumeraries
Rev’d John D. Anderson
Rev’d Philip Beuzeval
Rev’d David Bull
Rev’d Geoffrey Hunter
Rev’d Jean King
Rev’d Leslie Marsh
Rev’d John Rowland
Rev’d Michael Sawyer
Circuit Stewards
Chris Butler (finance)
Bev Clack
Simeon Mitchell
John Winterbottom (property)

As we rejoice in renewed fellowships,
As we embrace the opportunities of new
technology,
As we dedicate revitalised buildings to your
service,
As we take time to reflect on the year past,
As we set before you our hopes and dreams
for the year ahead,
Be with us by your Holy Spirit and grant us

Day 30 - Mission
As Emil Brunner said “The Church exists by mission, just as
a fire exists by burning. Where there is no mission, there is
no Church; and where there is neither Church nor mission,
there is no faith.” Thus, the role of the mission team is to

Mission Support Group Members
Chair of District
Rev’d Canon Helen D Cameron
District Mission Enabler

Secretary

give thanks for

Rev’d Matt Forsyth

encourage the fires of mission ablaze as God unites us.

The innovation and new places for new people that have
come to fruition in the past year despite Covid restrictions.
The opportunities for communities to gather and worship
together in person.
The energy, enthusiasm and commitment around the ‘God
for all’ strategy.
For leaders that span all ages who are wholly committed
to our calling. We give thanks for each gift they bring to
their local context and to the district.

Jennifer Weston
Phil Jones
Rev'd Adam Wells
Rev'd Francis M'Itiiri

Please Pray For
The implementation of the ‘God for all’ strategy across the
district.
The mission of your own church as you begin to respond
to the new situation and culture within which we all find
ourselves.
Individuals, churches and circuits to prioritise our
environmental commitment and EDI as essential to our
‘loving our neighbours as ourselves’.
Continued and developing commitment to Inclusive
Church, going out of our way to enable the involvement of
all.

God of love, God for all,
your purposes are more beautiful than
we can possibly imagine.
Fill us with your Holy Spirit.
Help us let go of all that holds us back.
Open our lives and our churches to new
seasons of humility and faith, of change
and growth.
Amen

the visions of Jesus that inspire and direct
our every moment.
Amen.

Day 29 - vale of aylesbury
Our 16 churches range from small village concerns to town
centres, from large congregations to intimate fellowships in
North Bucks and East Oxfordshire.

give thanks for
The various zoom fellowships that have enabled holy
conversations and built friendships around the Circuit
amongst folk around the circuit.
Streamed services that have enabled contact with folk
around the country and the world.
For all the care shown in phone calls, shopping trips and
other forms of support.
The joy brought by friends and family.
For the faithful stewards of our properties.

Please Pray For
For our Circuit as we face the year a minister short and
especially the churches in the north of the Circuit who this
will affect most.
For Weedon Methodist and Hardwick Anglican as they
work more closely together.
All affected by the continuing struggles over HS2.
Sees the Day which supports adults with learning and
physical disabilities and operates at three of our churches
and the amazing work they continue to do.

Superintendent
Rev’d Richard Atkinson
Ministers
Rev’d Charlotte Collins,
Hospital Chaplain
Rev’d Keith Edwards
Rev’d Anthony Howells AP
Rev’d Romilly Micklem AP
Supernumerary
Rev’d Hayford Ofori-Attah
Circuit Stewards
Lynn Bernstone
Chris Sara
Barry Tarbox
Keith Wallace
Circuit Mission and
Ministry Support/Enabler
Pete Honeyball
Circuit Safeguarding Officers
Louise Atkinson
Dawn Wright
Pastoral Workers
Jennie Marriner-Kyle
Arthur Sara

Day 2 - wantage and abingdon
Our circuit covers a large part of south Oxfordshire. We have
nine churches, and a total membership of around 450. Our
Circuit is home to a number of scientific establishments and
hi-tech industries. We are also an area in which a
considerable amount of new housing is being built.

give thanks for
A deeper sense of connectedness across the Circuit
New ways of communicating, worshipping and keeping in
touch
The on-going generosity of so many
The commitment towards a greener future and Eco
Church possibilities
New ventures

Please Pray For
The Circuit as we look to the future seeking to ensure the
long-term sustainability of mission, service and ministry
For the appointment of an additional Community Chaplain
New Circuit Stewards
The beginning of a Circuit-wide mental health initiative

Circuit Treasurer
Pearl Doughlin
Circuit Meeting Secretary
Marilyn Storer

Eternal God, creator of time and space,

Gracious God, help us to truly count our
blessings, find new ways of incarnating
your love, and discover a new
enthusiasm for sharing the Good News

We give thanks for your faithfulness to
us and for the ways in which you have
guided us in the past. As we look to the
future, we acknowledge that you are the
God of new beginnings.
May we be bold and courageous as we
seek to discern your will and purpose
for us.

Superintendent
Rev’d Keith Underhill
Ministers
Rev’d Jocelyn Bennett
Rev’d Ian Griffiths
Rev’d Leonora Hill (Associate
Presbyter)
Deacon Selina Nisbett
Rev’d Rebecca Peters (Authorised
Presbyter)
Supernumeraries
Rev’d John Anderson
Rev’d Eileen Appleyard
Rev’d Michael Appleyard
Rev’d Kenneth Blake
Deacon Maggie Blake
Rev’d Frances Blood
Rev’d Irena Byron
Rev’d Alan Grist
Rev’d John Stanfield
Community Chaplains
Libby Hawkness-Smith
Wendy Moorin
Circuit Stewards
Geoffrey Maunder
Anne Matthews
Carolyn Roche (Senior)

Day 3 - West oxfordshire
Following boundary changes last year, and moving out of
pandemic lock-down, we are looking forward to getting to
know one another better. With several towns – including
Charlbury, Chipping Norton, Carterton, Faringdon and
Witney – this is a predominantly rural circuit straddling the
eastern edges of the Cotswolds.

give thanks for
New and innovative ways of communication during lockdown
Developing work at Carterton
Faithful church members who have continued to pray
together, worship and serve throughout the past months
The creative use of social media developed by our
Children and Families’ Worker
Rachael Prince, Local Preacher, who now begins life as a
student Minister at Queens

Please Pray For
Fresh vision
New office holders, Local Preachers and worship leaders
Those returning to church after prolonged absence; those
whose fears may still hold them back; and those whom
God is still calling into our churches
Church councils who have difficult decisions to make

Superintendent
Rev’d Rose Westwood
Rev’d Jason Cooke
Rev’d Fred Ireland
Rev’d Ian Worrall
Rev’d Andrew Wigley (WA)
Part-time
Rev’d Malcolm Cook
Rev’d Charles Harris
Supernumeraries
Rev’d Nicola Blois
Rev’d David Buckley
Rev’d Stephen Bywater
Rev’d David Clark
Rev’d Elgin Crewe
Rev’d Richard Donoghue
Rev’d Hilary Ewing
Rev’d Roger Faulkner
Rev’d Charles Harris
Rev’d James Skinner
Rev’d Brenda Woods
Rev’d Alan Wright
Circuit Stewards
Rosemary Britton (Safeguarding)
Ian Cotton (Senior Steward)
Eddie Fowler (Treasurer)
Ann Jerome
Children and Families’ Worker
Anna Sbotnova Pile

Day 28 - amersham
The Circuit is situated at the southernmost part of the
Northampton District, sweeping north and west from
Gerrards Cross to Prestwood. Our Churches comprise one
Methodist/URC and eight Methodist Churches. The Circuit
seeks to use its resources in new and creative ways for the
glory of God.

give thanks for
The ministry of Church and Circuit Stewards
For the Circuit YouTube channel and weekly worship
online
The continued mission of the C2C project
The re-opening of Churches after lockdown
The work of the Circuit Administrator during a difficult year
Pastoral care and nurture across the Circuit
Being connected to each other and to God
The continuing work of the Circuit and Churches during
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Superintendent
Rev’d E Adam Wells
Minister
Rev’d Nigel Wright
Circuit Administrator/Bookkeeper
Lu Gigg
Circuit Stewards
Gill McAllister
Pam Sitford

Please Pray For
The Circuit Leadership Team as we continue to seek to
move forward in faith.
The work of the newly appointed Circuit Vision Group.
Small groups that meet to pray, study the Bible and share
fellowship together.
Wisdom as the Circuit strives to move forward in mission.
All those who have lost loved ones during the Covid-19
pandemic.
The ministry of the Amersham Circuit YouTube channel.

Gracious God, as we move out of the exile
of lock-down and begin the journey home,
sustain us. As we begin the process of
rebuilding church communities as well as
individual lives, grant us space for patient
listening and accompanying where pain
exists. When we begin to celebrate new
signs of growth may we do so with joy, as
we experience your presence among us in
bread and wine, in worship and fellowship.

Marvellous God, Father Son and
Holy Spirit. Walk with us in our
care for creation.
Be alongside us as we strive to
follow Jesus in the 21st Century.
Inspire us as we listen for the
prompting of your Holy Spirit.
We ask these things in Jesus’

Give us the strength and passion for
reaching out into our communities when we
feel overwhelmed at the task before us.
In the name of Christ, Amen.

name.

Day 27 - high wycombe
The Circuit is working to commit to the Connexional ‘God
For All strategy’ as we come out of Lockdown to prepare to
share the Good News of Jesus in a much changed world. We
have started by resourcing the churches in their digital

Superintendent
Rev’d Nick Thompson
Ministers
Rev’d Vida Foday

capabilities as we explore being a Hybrid Church online and
in gradually gathered ways.

Dcn Richard Goldstraw

give thanks for

Supernumeraries

The continuing growth of the Lantern services in Marlow
Bottom led by the Anglican Team and the Methodist
Church, which are attracting new families to worship and
spiritual exploration and the push to create a united
Church in the Valley as we work and witness together in
this way.
The significant outreach work of our Community and
Families Lay Workers, Vicky Everitt and Lynda Hopkins
during lockdown.
The developing ministry of Rev Georgina Bondzi-Simpson
following her Ordination in Birmingham in 2021.

Please Pray For
Marlow Methodist Church as they complete a Major
Redevelopment Project and open a new cafe in the heart
of the town to offer a ministry of welcome and hospitality to
the whole community.
The members of Cryers Hill Church as they seek to
become a Class of Wesley to free them up for worship and
outreach locally.
The members of the Avenue Church following an arson
attack two years ago as they seek to connect in new ways
to their local community which is an area of some
deprivation.

Risen Lord Jesus, God with us, always You
have turned
Old fears into new joy,
Old doubts into new faith.
Your risen reality touches every place and
time.
You have shaken us into The presence of
God, The kingdom of heaven, The company
of your friends.
Lead on, Lord of all life. Lead your people
on, always and forever.
Amen.

Rev’d Georgina Bondzi-Simpson

Rev’d Alan Bolton
Rev'd Mike Hill
Rev’d Angela Singleton
Lay Workers
p/t Flackwell Heath Community
Worker
Vicky Everitt
p/t Families Worker Marlow
Lynda Hopkins
p/t Administrator for the
Superintendent
Carolyn Luscombe
Circuit Stewards
Nigel Sweet (Senior Steward)
Pam Sweet
Graham Everitt
Circuit Treasurer
David Sparks
Circuit Meeting Secretary
Alison Simpson

Day 4 - The Learning Network
The Eastern Region’s Learning Network Team works across
the East Anglia, Northampton, Nottingham & Derby,
Lincolnshire and Beds, Essex & Herts districts supporting
churches, circuits, ministers, lay people and pioneers in the
development of their mission and ministry. They are also
involved in a wide variety of Learning and Development
initiatives as part of their work within the broader
Connexional team.

give thanks for
The ongoing health and safety of our team throughout the
Covid pandemic.
The continual, steady merger of the old East Central and
East of England regions.
The exciting opportunities presented online by increased
online engagement.

Please Pray For
New team members; we are looking to appoint a number
of additional people to our team over the coming year.
The ongoing development and delivery of effective, joinedup, region/Connexion wide, online training in areas such
as Safeguarding, Bible Month, Vocations, etc.
Increased opportunities for young people’s leadership and
participation in all aspects of the life of the Church.
Good partnerships with those pioneering new forms of
ministry; that we might help replicate their learning by
training others in it.
A continued spirit and capacity to be creative, innovative
and curious about all that God is up to…

Bless the work we do,
the words we say,
the love we share
and the grace we show,
on our daily walk
through this beautiful
and precious world.
Prayer by John Birch

Team Co-ordinator
David Friswell
Northampton Aligned Officer
Michael Wadsworth
Lincolnshire Aligned Officer
Gill Thomas
Nottingham & Derby Aligned Officer
Nigel Pimlott
Part-time, focussing on EA and BEH
Districts
Ann Howlett-Foster

Day 5 - banbury
Banbury is the main town in this Circuit which is made up of
a mixture of small rural chapels and town churches. There
are twelve Methodist Churches and one LEP, St Francis –
five denominations working together. Two Messy Church
groups act as another two churches and are well supported.

give thanks for
The emergence from Lockdowns. To worship together is
amazing, we look forward to singing together.
The many opportunities there have been: increased
interest in Messy Church Bags, work with Schools via film
media. The unceasing work of our Children & Families
Worker.
The perseverance and faithfulness of our church people in
maintaining pastoral links, keeping up with their financial
commitments and above all being church together.
The Circuit Leadership Team. For the outstanding work
they have carried out during this pandemic; their
dedication and commitment in serving God in this place
has been wonderful.

Please Pray For
Revd David Alderman who joins the Circuit as
Superintendent in September.
Our two Local Preachers in training that they will learn and
grow and minister to all here.
That God will provide the right person as we look to
employ a Community Worker to work in Banbury.
This Circuit – a new, fresh start.

Superintendent
Rev’d David Alderman
Ministers
Rev’d Steve Swann
Rev’d Chris Gaynor AP
Rev’d Lynda Spokes AP
Rev’d Malcolm Cook
Supernumeraries
Rev’d Chris Eddy
Rev’d Jean Fletcher
Dcn Margaret Hale
Rev’d Robert Jones
Rev’d Mary Pheasey
Rev’d Jeff Smith
Rev’d John Warren
Circuit Stewards
Mrs Janet Jones
Miss Mary Tanner (Finance)
Mrs Cate Vokes
Children & Families Worker
Mrs Julie Swann
Circuit Administrator
Miss Clare Taylor

Day 26 - milton keynes
The Milton Keynes Circuit occupies a mix of village, market
town and city; vibrant places sit alongside deprived areas. As
Methodist people seeking to live alongside neighbours of
faith and no faith, we long to share the hope we have in Jesus
Christ, grow in our faith and understanding, and help to
transform our communities.

give thanks for
Strong links between circuit churches and LEPs and with
their local communities
All who have responded to God’s call on their lives
Lessons from the Learning church project with the
University of Roehampton
Our lively, virtual Circuit choir and the way they have
enhanced our worship during the pandemic.

Please Pray For
Paulette and Jonathan Tedd as Paulette begins her
formational training for presbyteral ministry.
Richard, Ben and Jackie, Jane and Abena, their mentors
and tutor as they continue their LP and Worship Leader
studies.
The Family centre in Bletchley and the development of a
city centre chaplaincy team meeting the needs of the most
vulnerable.
Success in the recruitment of a circuit administrator.
The circuit as our Superintendent prepares for a sabbatical
this year.
The five denominational presidents providing oversight to
the LEPs across Milton Keynes.

Superintendent
Rev’d Nicola Martyn-Beck
Ministers
Rev’d Edson Dube
Rev’d Barry Lotz
Rev’d Liz Morris (Administrator)
Rev’d George Mwaura AP
Rev’d Nicola Vidamour
Supernumeraries
Rev'd Chris Batten
Rev’d Peter Dudeney
Rev’d Dr Margaret Goodall
Rev’d Stephanie Hibberd
Rev’d John Lusty
Rev’d David Marshall
Rev’d David Moore
Deacon Stephen Peck
Rev’d Beatrice Quaye
Rev’d Peter Sharrocks
Circuit family worker
Mrs Jane Brough
Circuit Officers
Katy Gillam
Circuit Secretary
Chris Linford
Circuit Treasurer
David Harbey

Sustaining God, we praise you for
your ongoing work of renewing the
Church. Support us as we seek to
respond to and recover from the
effects of the Covid 19 pandemic.
Teach us your ways and reveal the
paths we should follow in the work
of restoration, reconstruction and

Loving Lord, great is your
faithfulness to us, may we be
faithful to you, to all of your people
and to ourselves. In amongst the
‘wariness’ of the ever-changing
times we live in, protect us and
inspire us to adapt to change despite
any uncertainty. Bless your people.

recreation. Amen.

Amen.

Day 25 - vocations
give thanks for
The calling of God into ministries in the churches and in
the communities
The responses made as people hear God's call, and move
forward into new ways of serving

Please Pray For
Those who are just beginning to recognize a deeper call
on their life
Those who are taking the next steps of exploring their
vocation into lay and ordained ministries
Those who God is beginning to prepare for something not
yet discerned

Vocations Officer
Rev’d Ruth Charlesworth

Day 6 - Buckingham, Bicester
and Brackley

As you gently nudge, give wisdom
and discernment to hear, and the
courage to respond with 'here I am,
send me'. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen

Rev’d Steve Mann

The Buckingham, Bicester and Brackley Circuit comprises
eight churches in four towns and four villages between the
M40 and M1 spread across the counties of Buckinghamshire,
Oxfordshire and Northamptonshire.

Ministers

give thanks for

Lay Pastoral Worker (Buckingham

At Bicester, for a new mission enabler who will start work
in September.
At Buckingham, for our intern who has enabled much
online outreach in 2020/21.
At Brackley for the extra input from Church Stewards, our
Minister and Outreach Worker and all who go the ’extra
mile’ to stay in touch with the congregations.

Please Pray For
At Bicester, that we may be inspired, alongside our new
mission, increasingly to develop God’s mission within our
local community.
At Buckingham, for our re-opened Renew Café, supporting
and encouraging people in good mental health. Pray and
give thanks for the faithful witness of our village chapels at
Steeple Claydon, Gawcott and Thornborough.
At Brackley for the new Minister Rev’d Sara Cliff who joins
us in September and for new opportunities for working in
the community.

Loving and living God
Thank you for your promises that
you will teach and instruct and
beyond that equip those you call.

Circuit Superintendent (Bicester)

Loving Lord we ask that that you
will empower to reach out to show
your love in the communities where
we live, work and worship. We
praise you for your faithfulness and
ask that we may be obedient to your
word and follow with grateful hearts.
Amen.

Rev’d Sara Cliff (Brackley – from Sept
2021)
Rev’d Tim Edworthy (Buckingham)

Section)
Mrs Katy Morris
Mission Enabler (Brackley Section)
Mr Malcolm Bromhall

Day 7 - Leicester Trinity
The Leicester Trinity Circuit covers the east, central and south
parts of the city of Leicester (including the city centre and
some culturally diverse areas), plus many of the suburbs and
dormitory villages. There are 18 churches in the circuit, served
by 6 presbyters, 1 deacon and a Schools & Community Youth
Worker. During the eighteen months of lockdown, we have
discovered the joy (and the challenge) of meeting together
online, and wrestled with the difficulties of honouring the life
of the 2 churches which have recently closed.

give thanks for
The creative ways we have found to be together during
the pandemic
The generosity of people who have supported and cared
for one another
The opportunity for a new mission project in a multicultural
and diverse part of the city

Please Pray For
All who have been separated from those they love
Ministers who have been physically separated from those
they are committed to serve
Those whose place of worship has closed, as they seek a
new place to belong
All congregations as we open our buildings, and find ways
to re-engage with our communities, offering hope and
renewed purpose
That the churches and the circuit will find the new office
holders needed

Superintendent
Rev’d Paula Hunt
Ministers
Rev’d Debra Chidakwa Akue
Dcn Sharon Dilley
Rev'd Israel Selvanayagam
Rev’d Derek McLean

Day 24 - safeguarding
The Safeguarding Team in Northampton District consists of 2
employees (part time for Northampton District), working with
the District Chair and a Connexional Casework Supervisor.
The team have now been working together for the past 4 years
working to the agreed safeguarding strategy of the District.

Team Leader Safeguarding
Gill Crippen
District Safeguarding Officer
Sue Ioannou
Chair of District
Rev’d Canon Helen D Cameron

Rev'd Liam Dacre-Davis
Rev’d J Daniel Yovan
Supernumeraries
Rev’d Peter Brooks
Rev’d John Clarke
Rev’d Kathryn Cook
Rev’d Albert Mosley

give thanks for
The District Safeguarding Team.
The Circuit Safeguarding Officers/The Church
Safeguarding Officers who are mostly volunteers in the life
of our churches.

Rev’d Anthony Pick
Rev’d Vincent Price
Rev’d Arthur Rowe
Rev’d Gordon Webb
Circuit Stewards
Charles Hilton
Peter Holdridge
Pedzi Katsande
Joy Pick
Circuit Administrator
Laurie Rowell

Please Pray For
Our District Methodist churches as they face new
safeguarding challenges with a fast-changing church world
post Covid 19.
For our churches as they seek to work safely both on-line
and in new missional initiatives face to face.
Our Church communities to flourish with safety and wellbeing core to the missional engagement, thus creating a
safe space for all.
Those who live with hurt and find worshipping in our
Methodist Churches challenging and painful.

Gracious God, Lord of all, we thank
you for all those who are engaged in
any way in safeguarding in our
Northampton District.
For those who are hurting and live with
past hurt, grant your peace and healing.

Life-giving God, we thank you for
bringing us through the changes and
challenges of recent days.
Grant us a fresh vision of your love for
us all, and guide us as we seek to be
true to our calling as disciples of Jesus.
May we be people of hope, bringing the
peace and joy of your presence into
every place.

As we pray for our communities in their
worship and mission may they know
safety and security in you. Amen

Day 23 - nene valley
The Nene Valley Circuit comprises 7 Churches. Situated in
East Northamptonshire, approximately 6 miles north of
Northampton, our circuit covers both urban and rural areas in
towns and small villages. We come from many different
walks of life and are passionate about serving God in our
communities.

give thanks for

The evidence of love and care for one another across the
Circuit as we’ve travelled through the difficult time of
COVID-19.
The many diverse groups of disciples who meet around
our circuit, both inside and outside our buildings seeking
to: Plant Faith, Nurture Disciples and Grow God’s
Kingdom.
Answered prayer for the near completion of Phase 1 of
Hope Church’s redevelopment plans.

Please Pray For
The Circuit as we seek God’s guidance in looking to the
future as God’s people in all our Churches
The Circuit as we seek God’s guidance in becoming One
Trusteeship
Deacon Sylvia in her chaplaincy role to the CCWF
Rev’d Kim as she engages with NPNP, as part of her
extension of time in the Circuit
The ongoing development plans for the ‘Rise up and Build’
project at Raunds
The ongoing development plans for Earls Barton

New Places or
Established buildings, among
New people or
Established fellowships,
we pray that you would
Visit us and
Abide in us, so that as we
Love one another you will
Lead us on,
Equipping us to see
Your kingdom come Amen.

Superintendent
Rev’d Lesley Dinham
Minister
Rev’d Kim Shorley
Supernumeraries
Rev’d Shirley Baker
Rev’d Gordon Chisnall
Deacon Sylvia Kempson
Rev’d Michael Langstaff

Day 8 - Children and Young
People
This section of the Prayer Diary is devoted to Children and
Young People in the District. Across this vast District, there
are a number of invaluable children, youth and families’
workers, both paid and voluntary. Each day they work
immensely hard to encourage, support and empower our
children and young people.

give thanks for
The resilience and perseverance that children and young
people have demonstrated as they have lived through the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The energy, enthusiasm and excitement that children and
young people demonstrate for their love of Jesus.
The opportunities that children and young people can take
part in, including 3Generate, Boys and Girls Brigade,
Junior Church, Messy Church and Youth Groups.

Please Pray For
The children and young people across the Northampton
District, as they face pressures around image and identity,
may they feel a sense of belonging.
The challenges that children and young people experience
with their mental health and wellbeing, that they might find
strength and peace in a relationship with God.
The discernment that children and young people must face
when considering school subjects, college courses,
university degrees, apprenticeship schemes and job
opportunities.

Gracious God,
May you bless each and every child and
young person on our hearts today, give
them the courage to be strong believers of
you.
May you guide them throughout their
journey of adolescence, and provide them
with streetlights to light the way ahead.
In your precious name,
Amen

Day 9 - leicester west
Our Circuit consists of ten congregations on eleven sites,
situated in the inner and outer suburbs of multi-cultural
Leicester city, extending west and northwards into the
Leicestershire villages along the M1 corridor. We have
seventeen active local preachers, five preachers in training
and thirteen Worship Leaders.

give thanks for
We want to give thanks for the appointment of our Circuit
Mission Enabler, the first one in our Circuit, and pray for
God’s wisdom and energy to guide him in this role. We
pray that the Holy Spirit will cast God’s vision upon our
churches, to see how and where we can bless our local
communities with the gospel of Jesus Christ in practical,
as well as inspirational ways. We also give thanks for
twenty-five years of service given by our Circuit
Administrator, Marilyn Draycott, who steps down this year,
2021. We thank God for the appointment of our new
Circuit Administrator.
We give thanks for the appointment of our new
Superintendent Minister, Rev Helen Bell, who took over
this role in September 2021, and for the ordination of our
Ordinand, Rev Judith Lincoln, whose ordination was
delayed last year.

Please Pray For

Superintendent
Rev’d Helen Bell
Ministers
Rev’d Judith Lincoln
Rev’d Joy Langford (Authorised
Presbyter)
Rev’d Jill Marsh – Connexional Team
Circuit Mission Enabler
Justin Moulder
Supernumeraries
Rev’d Douglas Brewer
Dcn Judith Wray
Rev’d Peter Sowler
Circuit Stewards
David Postlethwaite
Edith Cobley
Sandra Andrews
Carol Long
Circuit Treasurer
Liz Clarke
Circuit Administrator
Annabel Moulder

A new vitality, as we return to our buildings for worship
and engagement with our community. We want to develop
upon the new ways we have been reaching our community
during lock-down, so that we do not simply go back to
‘normal’. We pray for God’s creative inspiration and joy in
service.

Compassionate God,
Give us the mission, heart and mind that
was in Jesus Christ.
A mission grounded in his love for you –

Day 22 - NPNp, Peterborough
The New Places for New People Project in Central
Peterborough is based within a Methodist/United Reformed
Church congregation, and grew from a vision to develop BoB
(Back of Beyond), a friendship group built on hospitality for
those who would otherwise be at risk of social isolation.

give thanks for
The resilience of Westgate New Church, who have
adapted and remained faithful through decades of
uncertainty, living constantly with questions about how the
prospect of redevelopment will affect them.
The development of a Church Mission Action Plan which
includes BoB, and the trustees’ determination to remain
faithful during the pandemic.
Our partnership with the United Reformed Church, and
our joint working to ensure financial support.
The support of the District and Connexion in moving
forward.

Mission Support Group Members
Chair of District
Rev’d Canon Helen D Cameron
District Mission Enabler
Rev’d Jill Marsh
Secretary
Jennifer Weston
Phil Jones
Rev’d Steve Swann
Rev’d Adam Wells
Rev’d Shameela Chowdhury
(Jameelee)
Rev’d Francis M’Itiiri

Please Pray For
Our circuit as we support the project, particularly in how
we provide staffing but look to achieve sustainability.
That people will 'gather' as the church continues to
emerge from lockdown.
For us to find the best ways to help people communicate.
For us to communicate not just what is happening, but for
people to share and experience the Good News.
The wider church as it negotiates continually with the
developers appointed by the City of Peterborough.

God, as we remember how your early
church gathered in the temple courts,
help us to nurture a simple yet profound
community of faith, in which your love is
not just talked about but shown and seen.

assured that he was sent by you;
A heart that felt deeply for others –
especially for the least and the lowest;
A mind that recognized the risks of
following you, yet was obedient with
courage and integrity.
Gracious God, make us more like your Son,
Jesus Christ.

Help us also to discern your plans rather
than our own, and to walk at your pace
rather than to assume we are headed in
the right direction and run ahead. Amen.

Amen

Day 21 - peterborough
Encompassing the heart of Peterborough and extending into
three counties, we minister in the city, in towns, and villages.
We have seen great things by working in partnership with
other denominations. We have a heart for nurturing and
shaping disciples. We are deeply committed to evangelism
and social outreach.

Superintendent
Rev’d Dr Langley Mackrell-Hey
Ministers
Rev’d Viv Smith
Rev’d Sarah Gower
Circuit Administrator
Sue Moore

give thanks for
The scope of our pastoral care, and our ability to 'see
need' and adapt.
Our confidence and trust in each other as we discern
where God is leading us and 'do the right thing'.
Our online, onsite, and on-paper worship that has reached
those who would otherwise have been socially isolated.
Our District and the wider Connexion for their support
during challenging times.

Please Pray For
Our circuit, as we focus on the themes within God for All,
especially New Places for New People.
Our Circuit as we consider how we can make the best use
of our resources.
Our churches as they review and develop their mission
plans.
The remaining work to be done in our churches, in light of
God in Love Unites Us.

God of all, in all our dealings may
we see Jesus carved into the
woodwork, and the wineglass of
fellowship and joy instead of faces
in opposition. Keep us courageous
as we accept difference but
commit to living in unity.

Day 10 - Loughborough
On the northern edge of the District, the Loughborough
Circuit strives to be more than a frontier experience. There is
an aim to be seen as an integral part of Town, University and
Village life alike where God's Kingdom can be seen in
action.

Superintendent
Rev’d Andrew Lomax
Ministers
Rev’d Calvin Cheung
Rev’d Sandra Marshall
Rev’d Martin Swan

give thanks for
Continuing work amongst Chinese residents and students
by Calvin and Jenny Cheung, seeking more integration
into the wider circuit.
Outreach at Loughborough University through Chaplaincy
under the leadership of Dcn Jan Sutton.
Continuing growth in ecumenical relationships around
each Chapel.
Opportunities to build up use of media in presenting the
Gospel to a wider community.

Please Pray For
The 12th Church, a virtual means of exploring outreach
and worship to a wider, often non-attending people,
meeting the needs especially of housebound members but
also those who find church buildings intimidating.
Seeking to find a Lay Worker who might be able to guide
the work forward.
Replacement Lay Pastors for those who have moved on.
The challenge of working with Children and Young People
to be met in differing ways.

Holy Spirit challenge us all –
body, mind and spirit in every
aspect of the Kingdom. May
hearts and minds be opened to the
Good News that will be heard in
every place by every means
possible. Inspire all by your love
to bring love to everyone we meet.
Amen

Rev’d David Bowler AM
Chaplain
Dcn Jan Sutton
Supernumeraries
Rev’d David Blatherwick
Rev’d Hugh Cade
Rev’d Hedley Cousin
Rev’d Douglas Maw
Rev’d Donald Wilkes
Local Pastor
Chris Watkins
Circuit Administrator
Josephine Wills
Circuit Stewards
Trevor Ranson
Caroline Thornborow
Karen Ette
Circuit Treasurer
Rachel Thomas

Day 11 - hinckley
The Hinckley circuit comprises eleven chapels in towns and
villages of south west Leicestershire. A combination of mission
imperatives and financial necessity brings us to a recognition of
the need for reshaping of our circuit to best ‘Serve the present
age, our calling to fulfil.’

Superintendent
Rev’d Dr Tim Woolley
Ministers
Rev’d Patricia Mukorombindo
Rev’d David Haseldine
(Other Appointment)
Rev’d Vivienne Atter

give thanks for
The opportunities offered by lockdown for new ways of
being church that we now seek to take forward.
The faithful witness of our smaller village chapels.
God’s provision of two new preachers on note in our
circuit.

Please Pray For
Our allotment fresh expression Growing Together, and
Claire Sutcliffe as she leads it.
The work of early intervention in local secondary schools,
and Chris Newlyn as he oversees it.
Healing and discernment following the decisions around
the God in Love Unites Us report.
Continuing wisdom as we reshape our circuit to grasp
future missional opportunities.

Lay Local Pastors
John Cooke
Judith Cooke
Anne Haddon
Youth Team
Chris Newlyn
Claire Sutcliffe
Supernumeraries
Rev’d Keith Ledson
Rev’d Graham Miles
Rev’d Stephen Hoggar
Circuit Stewards
Will Taylor
Sheila Grice
Rachel Cobb
Neville Spark
Arthur Bennett

Circuit Administrator
Christine Bacon

Day 20 - Market harborough
Market Harborough Circuit is looking forward to existing in
a new form, as we amalgamate with two neighbouring
circuits in 2022. We continue to grow together in God’s love,
exploring how to adapt our worship and mission to the
current needs, building upon the ministry of our caring
church communities and developing Christian nurture and
discipleship.

give thanks for
The lives of several faithful members who have died in the
past year;
Growth in number, as new people have connected with us
and are thinking about becoming members;
Those who have worked tirelessly to ensure our buildings
have been safe for worship;
The continued dedication of local preachers, stewards,
pastoral visitors and treasurers, and the valued ministry of
our supernumerary ministers and associate presbyter;
Ecumenical projects such as ‘the Well’ in Kibworth, and
the various initiatives of Churches Together in
Harborough.

Superintendent
Rev’d Andy Murphy
Associate Presbyter
Rev’d John Rackley (Baptist Union)
Supernumeraries
Rev’d Stephen Beer
Rev’d Martin Hounsfield
Rev’d Brian Kennard
Rev’d Peter Molcher
Rev’d Trevor Thomas
Rev’d Alison Tomlin
Rev’d David Tomlin
Circuit Stewards
Peter Arnold
Marilyn Calvert
Sue Nixon
Hannah Russell
Growth & Nurture Support Worker
TBC

Please Pray For
The work of our newly-appointed ‘Growth & Nurture
Support Worker’, working with the young and ‘young-atheart’; helping the churches to care for and nurture new
and old disciples alike;
Those who remain isolated, lonely, or unable to attend
church;
The ministry of our churches in Naseby, Kibworth and
Harborough;
The work of the joint-CLT doing the groundwork on the
New Circuit (name yet to be decided!).

Loving God,
You are the Sower;

A charge to keep I have, A God to
glorify,
A never-dying soul to save, And fit it for
the sky.

You have planted us and nurture us;
You water us with the Spirit and give us
the light of Christ.
Help us to bear fruit;
And as we share the seeds of your
Kingdom,
may our churches be places of good soil
where others can grow in your love.
Amen.

To serve the present age, My calling to
fulfil:
Oh, may it all my powers engage To do
my Master’s will!
Charles Wesley StF 658

Day 19 - Kettering and corby
We are facing many challenges in these surprising times. But
God is never surprised, as a circuit we are working in unity
with the Holy Spirit and each other to serve our churches and
communities. Rejoicing in the new ways we learn to share
the blessing of Jesus our Lord.

give thanks for
All those who ensure our churches open in a Covid safe
way.
Our local preachers & worship leaders.
News ways of being “online”. Worship, devotions,
“Thoughts for the day”, meetings, bible studies, house
groups, prayer & training courses.
Pastoral calling and reaching out to those without
technology.
Pop up Church in Rothwell on Market days.
Kingswood Community support Corby, forming
relationships with families in the area, delivering weekly
food and clothes parcels.
Practical support with the new youth group for ages 8-16
years on the estate.
Outdoor meetings of Girls & Boys Brigade, bringing such
joy to all involved.
Outreach to schools colleges, hospital chaplaincy and
community groups, through the work of Andrew, Noel and
Caroline.
Street Pastors in Kettering.

Please Pray For

Superintendent
Rev’d Andrew Farrington
Ministers
Rev’d Noel Nhariswa
Associate Ministers
Rev’d Hannah Jeffery
Rev’d Neil Clarke
Supernumerary
Rev’d Jean Holyhead
Lay Young Persons’ Worker
Caroline Barratt
Lay Pastoral Worker
Fiona Farrington
Circuit Stewards
Joan Catherall
Peter Candlin (Treasurer)
Alan Joyce
Maureen Ownsworth
Carolyn Rice
Ian Basson

Day 12 - melton mowbray
Melton Mowbray consists of five societies across its market
town and rural villages, all of whom serve their local
communities and are engaged in worship and mission. The
circuit is served by two ministers, one presbyteral, one
diaconal, who contribute to good ecumenical links.

give thanks for
Our outgoing superintendent as he retires. We give thanks
for his leadership and pastoral care during the pandemic.
The on-line worship and DVD congregation who now have
access to worship in their own homes. We also give
thanks for people who have learned new skills and have
made this possible.
Our local preachers, worship leaders and those who are in
training.
Our supernumerary ministers.

Please Pray For
Our new superintendent as she settles into a changing
circuit in a time of change.
Ongoing discussions around mission and the role of each
church in the circuit as they reopen, considering the way
forward with declining numbers and new ways of building
the Kingdom.
The congregation at Great Dalby as they cease to worship
in their building, seeking God’s will for the continuation of
their fellowship.

Plans to merge with Rugby/Daventry & Market
Harborough.
Difficult decisions regarding the future of some of our
smaller churches.
Desborough St. Giles (LEP) for continued good
ecumenical relations.

For the seeds of hope we see in our
circuit. The Holy Spirit moving and
challenging us, planting Your word in
the hearts of those we encounter. So our
anthem will be “One Church, One Faith,
One Lord.
Amen.
“Thy Hand O God has Guided Your Flock from
Age to Age”. (STF No. 692)

‘Come, build the Church – not
heaps of stone
In safe, immobile, measured walls,
But friends of Jesus, Spirit blown,
And fit to travel where he calls.’
Brian Wren. StF 679

Superintendent
Rev’d Patricia Olivent-Hayes
Minister
Deacon Alison McCauley
Associate Presbyter
Rev’d Canon Jeffrey Hopwell
Supernumeraries
Rev’d Douglas Dennis
Rev’d Dr. Eric Lott
Rev’d Jeffrey Ward
Local Lay Pastors
Jenny Oliver
Janet Norburn
Circuit Stewards
Jenny Oliver
Pauline Holbrook
Circuit Treasurer
Barbara Cresswell

Day 13 - Northampton
We are intentional about ‘Re-imagining’ in order to grow as
a mission focused Circuit in serving our community. This
means that all the resources we have, such as buildings,
finances, people, structure and administration, need to be
utilised and developed in such a way that they are outgoing
and outward facing.

give thanks for
The collaborative way in which we work.
The wonderful, but challenging conversations about
change and the creative ideas that people bring into the
conversation about “Re-imagining” the circuit.
The gift of our ethnic diversity.
Those who have heeded the call for prayer (we have a
weekly circuit prayer meeting).
Our expanding digital presence (and the gifts of those
helping to keep the website and the podcast current and
engaging).

Please Pray For

Superintendent
Rev’d Romeo R Pedro
Ministers
Rev’d Francis M’itiiri
Rev’d David Speirs
Supernumeraries
Rev’d Alan Sharp
Rev’d John Smith
Dcn Richard Beckett
Circuit Stewards
Elizabeth Hale
Pam Kirkland
Hellen Okello
Administrator
Sarah Eason
Circuit Treasurer
Keith Brooks

An openness to God and each other as we discern how
best to restructure and reposition ourselves for mission.
Creative inspiration for new ways to do mission and for
David, our new circuit mission enabler.
More people to get involved in the circuit prayer initiative.
More people to offer to be trained as Local Preachers and
Worship Leaders.

Day 18 - Methodist women in
britain
give thanks for
For the dedication of our retiring President, Hilary Evans
and our Communications Co-Ordinator, Jude Simms.
For the ten years of continued dedication by all who have
served MWiB in any way. For all those who have
represented their District on the Forum and loyally
supported events Connexional District and Circuit. All
past Presidents and Vice Presidents as they have brought
their stories back to Districts and Circuits.

Secretary
Mrs Pam Sitford
Forum Rep
Mrs Mary Gill
Forum Treasurer
Mrs Nina Rawlins

Please Pray For
The newly appointed President, Ruth Parrott and the
newly appointed Communications Co-Ordinator, Irene
Hayes.
For the Northampton District Executive as it seeks to find
new ways of addressing MWiB across this widely diverse
District.
For Nina Rawlins and Mary Gill as they continue to serve
on the Forum, praying that as we go forward others may
be called to offer themselves in service to MWiB
For all the circuits in the Northampton District involved in
promoting MWiB in the District.

Loving God, you call us to
proclaim the good news of
your kingdom, help us to use
the gifts and opportunities you

Loving God, we pray that the
divine presence of Your grace,
love and communion will
reform, renew, and release us to

give us, make us channels of
your peace, so that all the
world may come to know you
as their Lord and Saviour.
Amen.

live lives in which people will
see and experience grace, love
and unconditional acceptance.
Amen

Day 17 - Ecumenical work
District Ecumenical Officers work alongside various
denominations on your behalf towards unity in ministry,
worship, prayer, and mission. We offer the distinctive gifts
and graces of our Methodist tradition in order to enhance the
whole Church of God in Christ.

give thanks for
The Church of God in Christ, beset by change, but Spirit led.
The opportunities to share with and learn from sisters and
brothers who worship and witness differently to us.
The uniting of witness and outreaching through ecumenical
projects such as Foodbanks, Street Pastors, within new
housing developments, Street ministries of praying, and
healing, and in many other ways.
Churches Together in England and other ecumenical bodies.

Please Pray For
Churches working together as formal LEPs in the District.
Milton Keynes LEPs meeting the challenge of remaining
connected to Sharing Churches.
Places where there is growing unity of witness in a
community.
Areas where relationships may be strained or ineffective.
The DEOs in our District representing the Methodist Church
on varying ecumenical bodies.
The Free Churches Group, and its’ Moderator, Rev’d Helen
Cameron.
The Queens Foundation and Cliff College in their
commitment to ecumenical learning and witness.

All are one in you, Christ our Lord.
There is one Gospel to proclaim.
Inspire us Lord, to work as one through the
Holy Spirit:
holding together in creative tension both
unity and distinctiveness,
witnessing with joy and grace,
being one with You and in You.
Bring us strength and patience, and wisdom
and vision, to so declare the Gospel that
your people will find peace, healing, and
transformation in their lives. To the glory of
your name.
Amen.

Ecumenical Development Officers
Leicestershire
Canon Vic Allsop
Northamptonshire
Vacancy
Peterborough & Rutland
Caroline Hutchins
Ecumenical Director of Mission,
Milton Keynes
Rev’d Canon John Robertson
Lincolnshire
John Rose

District Ecumenical Officers
Northamptonshire, Peterborough &
Rutland
Rev’d Andrew Farrington
Leicestershire
Rev’d Gordon Webb
Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes
Rev’d Nicola Martyn-Beck
Oxfordshire
Rev’d John Anderson

Day 14 - rugby and daventry
Situated in the heart of England, we are based in the three
towns of Lutterworth in Leicestershire, Rugby in
Warwickshire, and Daventry in Northamptonshire, and the
three villages of Broadwell, Grandborough, and Long
Lawford. Here affluence and hardship live side by side.

Superintendent

give thanks for

Rev’d Jane Gaffney

Opportunities to work with new circuits
Pastoral visitors, Worship Leaders and Local Preachers
Share and Care supporting people affected by dementia
The Gift of Years; Rugby working with people in care homes
Wraparound care and a partnership with the Post Office and a
visiting library van
Duffy Place, church in a community lounge
Hub Café, and Time Builders, a scheme to facilitate the
integration of people in the community who are isolated and
disadvantaged
Making Connexions; Elmer the Campervan, Mobile Food
Pantry.

Please Pray For

Live well with contradictory convictions
Plan carefully as three circuits join together
Start again after Covid restrictions with a renewed openness
to each other and to God
Tell Christmas and Easter stories interactively to hundreds of
school children
Learn from those on Pioneer Pathways
Nurture the growing work with those on the edge and in Time
Builders
Support winter night shelters, food banks, Christians Against
Poverty, Street Pastors, holiday clubs, toddler groups, lunch
clubs, Holiday at Home and Gift of Years; Rugby
Develop intergenerational and multi-cultural growth
Encourage Ruth Henderson’s work with young people with
mental health issues
Support those with dementia
Value our rural churches.
Provoking God, calling us through the face
of the Other:
free our fickle hearts from the need to
divide and exclude;
lead us through the storms of rage
to a clear new beginning
through Jesus Christ, whom hatred cannot
touch. Amen
(Steven Shakespeare 2008)

Rev’d Andy Hardwick
Ministers
Dcn Georgina Brooks
Rev’d Diane Bussey

Supernumeraries
Rev’d Robert Anning
Rev’d David Collinson
Rev’d Christine Dybdahl
Rev’d Margaret Hadfield
Dcn Mary Neal
Rev’d Iain Rennie

Lay Workers
Lucy Catling (Pioneer Pathways)
Sheri Thomas (Children and Family
Worker)
Ruth Henderson (Youth Worker)
Kate Hitchcox (Community Chaplain)
Mandie Price (Intergenerational Worker)
Janet Timperley
Helen Speake (Wraparound Manager)
Emily Fallen (Wraparound)
Claire Vaughan (Wraparound)
Lisa Anderson (Ladybirds and young
families)

Circuit Stewards
Rosemary Mason
Karen Miles
John Over

Day 15 - stamford
The Stamford Circuit is the North-Eastern outpost of the
District, numbering 9 physical fellowships and an online
church. We exist to encourage and build up discipleship and
to show and share God’s love in deed and word.

Superintendent
Rev’d Andy Fyall
Ministers
Rev’d William Booker (Part time circuit,
part time Hospital Chaplain)
Rev’d Ruth Charlesworth
Rev’d Helen Fyall (Minister in Other
Appointment: Hospital Chaplain)

give thanks for
The unfolding Online Mission opportunities to engage with
people beyond the Church with the Good News of Christ.
Willing and gifted volunteers who serve Christ in so many
ways and enable the mission and ministry to which we are
called.

Please Pray For
Churches and fellowship rediscovering their calling
following months of restrictions.
The appointment of a new Superintendent Minister to
serve from September 2022 to develop, encourage and
inspire growth and outreach.

Rev’d Bekkie Wright
Lay Workers
To be appointed (Circuit Youth Outreach
& Social Media Consultant)
Circuit Mission Enabler
Phil Jones
Supernumeraries
Rev’d Neville Ashton
Rev’d Andrew Bell
Rev’d Christopher Bamber
Rev’d Richard Baggott
Rev’d Fred Day
Rev’d David Bosworth
Rev’d Julia Dowding
Rev’d Barry Gent
Rev’d Maureen Jones
Rev’d Peter Lemmon
Rev’d Brian Lewis
Rev’d Brian Newbold
Rev’d Dr Christine Pocock
Sister Eileen Rogers
Circuit Administrator
Rowan Scholtz
Circuit Stewards

Gracious God,
Thank you for the hope you give,
The eternal advent of your presence
Giving hope and peace as real today as
when you came in Christ;
As powerful as when you swept in by
your Spirit;
As fresh as a new voice calling even in
the wilderness.
Come, Lord, and lead us on. Amen.

Sarah Burke
Moyra Collins
Ian Husbands
AnneMarie Niemann
Chris Barber
Circuit Treasurer
Nina Rawlins

Day 16 - Northampton district
As Methodist people of the Northampton District, living alongside
those of many different Christian traditions, different faiths and those
of no faith, we celebrate God’s abundant generosity to us. The Covid
19 pandemic has impacted on all our communities and we lament
what is lost. On-line worship and discipleship have continued to
develop and grow as does a hybrid way of being and doing Church.
We pray for God’s blessing for this District and ask not to go back to
what was before but to be called forth into new things and ways of
being.

give thanks for
Our new ministers in the District, especially our Year 1
probationer presbyter the Rev’d Stephen Spain (Oxford) and
our Year 2 Probationer the Rev’d Bekky Wright , and for their
flourishing among us.
The appointment of a new District Mission Enabler - Matt
Forsyth
The ministry of our Supernumerary ministers.
Our gifted, committed and skilled District Safeguarding
Officers, Gill and Sue.
For faithful, hard-working, generous people throughout the
District, serving and loving their communities.
Closer co-operation between our neighbouring Districts of
East Anglia, Lincolnshire and Notts & Derby.

Please Pray For
The work of the St Philips Inter-faith Centre, Leicester
All lay workers and lay pastors
Our District Office team
The District Executive
Local church and circuit stewards
Chaplains across the District serving in a wide variety of
settings
Circuit Treasurers and Property Stewards who offer their skill
and expertise.

We rejoice that you have made each and
every one of us in your image and
likeness and invited each of us to take a
seat at your table.
May we together with one another live
out your gospel and be good news in our
communities.
When we are uncertain, fearful or
anxious, comfort and challenge us to be
your people, strengthened by your Spirit,
and held in your love.

Chair of District
Rev’d Canon Helen D Cameron
Deputy Chairs of District
Rev’d Rose Westwood
Rev’d Andy Fyall
Presbyteral Synod Secretary
Rev’d Alan Bolton
Representative Synod Secretary
Derek Beaumont
Assistant Synod Secretary
Susan Bayliss
District Mission Enabler
Matt Forsyth
District Ecumenical Officer
Rev’d Andrew Farrington
District Treasurer
Andrew Lewis
District Methodist Council
Representative
Dr Hellen Okello
District Property Secretary
Chris Linford
Synod Representatives
James Blackhall
Dcn Richard Goldstraw
Janet Hinds
Charles Levitt
Rev’d Romeo Pedro
Rev’d Kim Shorley
District Safeguarding Officers
Gill Crippen & Sue Ioannou
District Administrators
Claire Handley, Susie Palmer &
Jenny Phillips (Maternity Leave)

